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Thought for the week. -
Surely the truth must be,that what soever in our
daily life is lawful and right for us to ke engaged in, is
in itself a part of our obedience to God; apart, that
is, of our very religion: Whenscever we hear people
complaining of obstructions and hindrances put by
the duties of life in the way of devoting themselves to
Ged, we may be sure they are under some false view
or other. They do not look upon their daily work as the
task God has set them, and as obedience due to Him-
H. E- Manning-
@ mlanoa@ayamo (The Sermon for the Week)
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. vilege rather than a duty. The
Philippians did not lock upon what
they sent to Paul_ thro_ugh Ep_aph.
roditus as something like the pay-
ment of taxes It was a sweet-
smelling  gift, agift given because
the giver enjoys Shal_‘{ng what he
has with tnose that hdve need: A
great deal of our giving today isa
on'some legalistic

- ~inle of tithing or regular giving:
g;?cépua)h Vice-President of the
Seminary Says that the greatest
thing that you can do for someone
next to leading him to Christ, is ‘to
help bim to use his money for a
good purpose’ It is said of John
YWesley  that = Whenever he did a
favour to someone, he raised his hat
to that person: It was a privilege
for him to be’able 1o serve others.
Until this attitude toward wealth
comes into ns, we do not really be-
come ipitiated inte~ the secret of
facing plenty. When we come to
the place whereit 1s 2 contlm:lal
joy to ghare all that we have with
those who ~ have need, we come to

heart of that secret:
ghe =Y to be continued)
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S ledge by word of + mouth that itis  when T left Macedonia,
efrom God:; Such an awareness has
9]0 be constantly put to test' in its

in ‘i'_ N Y

v abundance

( ipon the Phili-

AL00 1

@ee-uPpPly every need

. :Og to his riches in

28 vist Jesus: To our Liord

- wBiQ@ther be giory for ever and
alger’ '

1- The first element of our atti=
tude towards plenty is the recognit-
jon that it comes from God, andthe
returning of thanks to Ged for his,
gift- This was the warning that
Moses gave to his people: *'Beware
iest you say inyour heart, ‘My pow-
er and the might of my hand have
gotten me this wealth’s You shall
remember the LORD your God, for
it 1s he who gives you power to get
wealth-"*

To give thanks to God for the
wezlth that He has  givenus is a

u hard task, It is not merely to suy
% in our public prayers or at Grace
at meals that God  has blessed us

while he has left " the rest of the

Wow world unfortunate, That reminds
A one of the Pharisee. who prayed:

iT,0rd, I thank thee that 1 am not
other men extortioners, unjust,

- m: like AL 3
‘:)}n.ad'l“erer?,' or even like this tax
D' collector
¢ To be merely aware that we are

better off than the rest of the world
does not truly denote any acknow-
ledgement that the source of it all
is Gods A real understanding that
it is God’s gift should immediately
fead to the comviction that it is
meant to be shared with those who
are in needr This was the nature
of the Philippian understanding of
God's gift, for time and. again they
shared their abundance with Paul
who was very much in need.
This is why Paul now rejoices in
the fact that their c'are_fg?- him has

blossomed  afresh- “This is why  freed them from “any further b=

what they sent by Epaphroditus ponsibility to fellow-man, and ate
»was a fragrant offering and an ac- and drank and revelled freely. The:

ceptable sacrifice- Philippians had once and again con-

2. This thenis the second ele- tributed to the need of Paul. ‘‘And
ment in our attitude toward plenty:  vou Philippians  yourselves know
It is not encugh merely to acknow- = ‘that in the beginning of the gospel
no church,
entered into partnership with me’in

:‘.ith others. = This was why - me help once _and again,” They
._rophet Amos chastised the, could havs said that they had done.

®Yus women of Israel in Such  their 'duty towards Paul- They
. Mgt=rms: The kine of Ba-  could have left it to other churches

shan lay upon beds of ivory, ate the  to support him- But once again.

lambs out of the flock and drank  their concern has blossomed: Oance:
wine in bpwls and anointed them-  again they have put their steward-
selves with the finest oils, “but were  consciousness to the test.

not grieved for the afflication of 3. Thisis the third element in our+

“Joseph. They offered to God their  attitude toward plenty: Not only

burnt offerings and their meal—offer- do we agknowledzeGod as the giver
ings, and at the same time#ramp-  of plenty: and put this acknowledge
led upon the needy: and exploited  to the test by willingly sharing it
the boor- In other words they gave  with others, but in the third place
tithds 'and ‘generous gifts to the  we count such skaring as a pri-
churchs and then thought that that {Continued on page 10)
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Look forward and bank

F
1 With Forward Bank. E
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: Yk giving and receiving except you only,”
hgtlcal application —pamely shar-  for even in Thessolonica you sent.
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