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PREFACE

THis book owes much to a number of people. The first to be
mentioned is the late Professor Harold Laski, who befriended the
author with that kindness for which he was so noted. Professor
R. H. Tawney has given me the privilege of his friendship, the
inspiration of his ripe wisdom and the stimulus of acute criticism.
Professor E. H. Carr and Dr. Alfred Cobban followed the progress
of this work at every stage and contributed much to the clarification
of many of itsideas. Professor Martin Buber of my own University
read the manuscript and made some useful criticism in a friendly
spirit.

I could hardly exaggerate the debt I owe to my former teacher
and present colleague at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
Professor R. Koebner, from whom I received my earliest training,
and with whom I have been engaged in fruitful debate these many
years.

I have had the opportunity of discussing the subject of this book
with Professors Georges Lefebvre and C. E. Labrousse of the
Sorbonne, Mr. Isaiah Berlin at Oxford, Mr. Ralph Miliband of
the London School of Economics, and Signor A. Galante Garrone
at Turin (unfortunately after the book had gone to the printers).
I wish to thank them all for their stimulating suggestions. The
one man whose help has been quite indispensa‘l-;ﬁ: and without
whom this book might have never been completed is my dear friend
Mr. T. E. Utley. No words could express my sense of gratitude
for the untiring interest, the detailed and brilliant criticism, and
the painstaking effort to correct the style of the book—the English
language being a comparatively recent acquisition of the author—
which have been forthcoming fron: Mr. Utley. No less a debt
of gratitude is owed by me to Mr. Gerald M. FitzGerald of Cam-
bridge, who offered me wonderful hospitality when I arrived in
England as a war refugee, and initiated me into what is best in
English life and English thought.

I wish to thank Dr. Renée Winegarten for her generous and
patient help in revising the English, as well as Mrs. Daphne Gogdon
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Je pense donc que 'espece d'oppression dont les peuples démocratiques
sont menacés ne ressemblera 3 rien de ce quil’a précédée dans le monde ;
nos contemporains ne sauraient en trouver l’imagc dans leurs souvenirs.
Je cherche en vain moi-méme une expression qui reproduise exactement
Iidée que je m'en forme et la renferme; les anciens mots de despotisme
et de tyrannie ne conviennent point. La chose est nouvelle ; il faut donc
ticher de la definir, puisque je ne peux la nommer.

ALExtS DE TOCQUEVILLE
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viii PREFACB

for reading the proofs and verifying the references, a service of vital
importance, in view of the fact that I had to do the proof reading
without the help of the British Museum, where this book was
written, or indeed of any adequate University Library, as my
Universitv is unfortunately—owing to war circumstances—cut off
from its Library on Mount Scopus.

I have been enabled to write this study by generous financial
assistance from the Israel Zangwill Fund and the British Council.
I wish to thank them publicly.

This present study on the Origins of :Totalitarian Democracy
will be continued in two further volumes. The one will be devoted
to the vicissitudes of the totalitarian-democratic trend in nineteenth-
century Western Europe ; the other will deal with the history of
totalitarian democracy in Eastern Europe, Russia and the * people’s
democracies ” from about 1860 till our own days, and will also
touch on contemporary events in the Far East.

Finally a word of warm appreciation is due to the staff of the
British Museum.

I hardly need add that no one but the author is responsible for
the views expressed in this work.

J- L. TaLmoON
THE HeBREw UNIVERSITY,
JERUSALEM,
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