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This article, originally published in Christian Orient,
Kottayam (September, 1986), is re-printed.in book form
in response to a large demand Jor copies

A JARRING NOTE
MADE MORE JARRING

—An expose of the Orthodox Syrian statements
on Pope John Paul II—

Introduction:

The Orthodox Syrian church in Kerala, under the Catholicos
of Kottayam,had the dubious distinction of striking the only jarring
note during the historic visit of Pope John Paul II to India. *
Certain parts of the two public statements, made under their auspices
relating to the Pope and the Catholic Church make painful reading.
The first of these, which is good in parts,was the Address of Welcome
presented to the Pope during his visit to Kerala, by the Catholicos,
Mar Thoma Mathews I. THE HINDU and THE INDIAN
EXPRESS, prominent English dailies in India, had commented
that this Welcome Address had struck a “jarring” note. They
had also pointed out that there was an attempt in the Address
to equate the Catholicos’s own church with the Catholic Church.
Malayala Manorama, the Malayalam daily, largely responsible
for the consolidation of the Catholicos party in the Syrian Orthodox
(Jacobite) Church, had shown commendable wisdom in suppressing
the offensive passages in the speech of their Catholicos. Certain
Orthodox publications,such as The Church Weekly and Orthodox
Voice, too, were critical of the jarring note in this speech. Their
view was widely shared by many in the Orthodox Syrian church
as well as outside it.

The second public statement from the Orthodox Syrian side
appeared in the March issue of The Star of the East, “‘an ecumenical
quarterly published under the editorial responsibilityof Metropolitan

% The Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) Church in Kerala is divided into two
groups under two Catholicoi, one of them appointed by the Patriarch. Their
combined strength, 1200 parishes and 1.5 million people approximat.:ly.
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Dr. Pau.lose Gregorios of Delhi.” The editor of the Star of the
East, evidently piqued by the hostile reactions to the Catholicos’s
ipee;h, wrote an apologia under the title, “The Jarring Note”
n this, however, he has not only defended the jarring note but alsc;
mounted an unfair attack on the Catholic Church and its head
Pope John Paul II. This rather crepitant exercise has r:laclee?h(;

first jarring note more jarring,

The Orthodox Welcome Address t
to have been the handiwork of Metr
"cr;w cd:;onavl, too, in the Star of the East must be his own. Both
ca;r:m be j?gn%.lture tune of Dr. Paulose Gregorios bl.;t they

¢ dismissed merely as an individual’s idiom of écunlenism

) _the Pope is widely believed
opolitan Dr.Paulose Gregorios-

The jarring note in the speech of the Catholicos pertains

chiefly to expressions such
as these: “If on]
stealing and prosclyfism W, : o SRR
: selytism...... ¢ are told that the Second Vatican
:}Zlf;urgr::h il;d discouraged  Roman  Catholic proselytism among
S odx ...... But these prelates continue using questionable
5 10 draw our people away to your Church”

Tl
the Sylr?a(riﬁoor:tsil::iequ(z}le th; Kottayam-based Orthodox section in
Ox (Jacobite) Church wj :
: ith
are reflected in passages such as e ttl;ed;ailfzhc Cln;l:;l;
T enol he succe

of St. Thomas is privileged to welcome the successor of the holy

Aposties Peter and Pawl » " VR

suffering in the world. Millions go. L r]S S0 TVUCh need and
together to serve these... We should wor}% iOeth . wolrk
earth free from nuclear war, Space must bi e:"jto make trr:;
purposes. ... We can work together in this field ﬁff—'ﬂgor peacefu
Add.ress also reflects an effort to Project the .(;rth lfl ; WC_ICOIUC
an mdf:pendegt r,jhurchl The Star of the East ?1- OX.'SeCtIDn as
only tricd to justify the uncalled for accusations j o l|t0r1.:11 ha.s II?F
Welcoms Address, but also added some new alicln L.w Cat.hohco‘s g
a personal jibs on Pope John P gations, including

aul II, T -
I shall deal with them item by item. hese demand an answer;

No better ¢ . . =

e ot.] r_aon;n;gqt can be n}ade, on the pretensions of smaller churches

PR ne implied in G.K. Chesterton’s parable. An e chu

rabbit on his way, looked at him and exclaimed “;rou ac s T:cennTghﬂ
z re so small!™. e

rabbit, raising himself on his hj i
aising g s hind legs, said. © 3
well these days!™. SRR T S o 0

*

' | !

Sheep-stealing :

Dr. Paulose Gregorios justifies the jarring note in the
Welcome Address as a legitimate reaction to the sheep-stealing and
proselytism by Catholics and the questionable methods used by
them to draw members of the Orthodox Syrian church, with the
approval and blessing of the Pope.

(a) The first thing I want to say in answer to this charge
is that the Orthodox Syrian -church, too, is in this business of
sheep-stealing! There are several instances of this personally
known to me in Kerala, including a recent one in South Kerala, but
here I shall limit myself to two instances outside Kerala, one in
Trichinopoly and the other in South Canara, where some Latin
rite Catholics were received into the Orthodox church. Is the
question, then, my lord, merely one of numbers? Is the Orthodox
Syrian Metropolitan worried to death about the fact that while
there is a steady flow out of his own church (into the Catholic
Church as well as the Pentecostal groups), there is only a trickle
coming into it? No, Sir, you have absolutely no moral right to
complain about other churches in this matter.

(b) Let us examine the question of proselytism from a broader
angle. The movement of individuals and groups from onc church
to another has always put a strain on the relations between churches.
From the time divisions started within the Church, there have
been cases of individuals and groups changing over fromone church
to another. The churches that lose their members are always
tempted to impugn the objective rightness of the motives and
even the subjective honesty of the converts. This is exactly _ Wha;
Dr. Paulose Gregorios is doing when he accuses Catholics ©
using doubtful means to wean away the Orthodox.

(¢) No one will justify the conversion qf _rmn-Chr:stlans
or the change from one church to another of Christians for w‘frong
reasons or through unfair means. The fundamental quesnc.m.n.
whether an individual has the rig od-given
liberty to re-think his religious faith or
is convinced that the universal Churc

ht to exercise his G

church affiliation. If one
h subsists i

n the Catholic
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Church, however much Christian realit
and that for Christian unity communi
essential ecclesially, should he not trustfully obey his conscience ?
If you accept the principle that you should live and die in the parti-

cular religion or ecclesial group in which you happen to be born,
we would all have been Jews or heathens!

y there may be outside her,
on with the See of Rome is

(d) In point of fact, there ar

) ¢ many who, for Wrong reasons
and motives, continue to live int

he churches and groups into which

. ! They do not move because they are
afraid of losing the positions of power and prestige they enjoy,

or worried about Insecurity, or sodjal needs, or the hatred of the
tribe and several other worldly restraints. For each person leaving

the Orthodox church in Kerala for “‘wrong reasons” there will be
at least ten remaining with them

use of mixed worldly motives!

where you are, but it is a far better tl
ought to be.

(¢) Now, with an apology, a personal focus. After all
Dr. Paulose Gregorios, whose family and parish had affiliation with
the Patriarch’s party, felt it was right for him to change over to
the party under the Catholicos of Kottayam, T am sure he had valid

reasons and the right motivation for such a change. How can this
right to change be denied to others?

_ To raise an accusing finger
against those who leave the Orthodoy church and join the Catholic
Church and to declare that they are “bought” by the Catholics
through questionable means or that they havye been“‘stolen” by the
Catholics, is unjust, unfair and unchristian, It is' an insult to
their own people. Are the Orthodox lay people i

» Without authentic Personalities of their own? Are
they no more than dumb sheep put up for sale in the market?

(f) There may be people who become Christian or Catholic
through unclear or mixed motives, God will judge those who do
even right things for wrong reasons,but ap individual’s conscience is
never transparent to another human being and therefore cannot be
judged by him. Who am I or Metropolitan Paulose Gregorios to sit
in judgement over the motives and conscience of all other people?
A president of the World Council of Churches is not, after all,
“the President of the Immortals”!

Il

Some sources of Orthodox confusion:

A more profitable excercise for the Orthodixtsg;;;vzaie}:‘;
(including Dr. Paulose Gregorios) would be to alsI o
there is a steady exodus from their own t?hurch. . s o tjhe L
on a few prominent areas where the thinking r‘nem eff.on L
dox Syrian church might feel that their church’s positi
ble or at least highly embarrassing.

(a) Take, for instance, the present attitude of t}'}eteon:lmgoo(:gz
Syrian church to the primacy of Peter.* 1 do not slothers e
into the New Testament interpretations of Cullman an itne;S 2
do I wish to enter the areas of Church history and the w Paulose
the Fathers. What I wish to affiirm here is simply that ]aJrl;- w?thout
Gregorios and his church just cannot deny Petrine prlt?;:s ycommorl
repudiating their own liturgical her:tag‘e, sacramen i_]n]ess (e
prayer, Penkitho and canons of the Syrian trad’t'on'a”e! T
Orthodox Syrian church undertakes a Reform (par s
of the Mar Thoma church), getting rid of the ““mer_c'us]; B); ooke
affirmations undergirding the primacy of l:-’eter, their ]I;.);rfass i
will contradict their stance and will continue to em
'thinking member of their church.

5 ition has
(b) The awkwardness of the Orlthodox S);lr‘in éﬁf:zil?c% is
been accentuated by their recent claim that t telof this position
sitting on the throne of St. Thomas. In’suppflll('}rity (who claims
and as a ploy to repudiate the Patrlal:ch s auLl Orthodox Syrian
to be the successor of St. Peter in Antioch), t ? Il Apostles and
church has started talking about the cquaI:Yt Oofapeter. In 1982
the equality of the throne of Thomas _to tb"l way the 70th anni-
the Orthodox Syrian church celebrated in ah [Iios of the East from
versary of transfering the throne of the Cat {1)11(3 come from Rome
the Middle East to Kerala. Fr.P. Duprey ha :
dical authority now claimed

; F Juri
* This does not necessarily imply the degree of Ju

for the Pope.
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as the Papal representative for these celebrations. Many members
of the Orthodox church had then asked why a throne that had
become defunct for over a century- in the Middle East had to be
set up in Kerala by an ex-Patriarch (that,too, in dubious circumstan-
ces), if the throne of St. Thomas was already here. Obviously
the throne of St. Thomas was a late afterthought! These questions
still continue to worry many of their people. Their confusion is
made worse by the occasional asides of certain Catholicos party
leaders claiming that theirs is an autocephalus church. Who gave
them the authority for this, anyway? There is nothing to show that
the founding fathers of the Catholicos party (Sri K.C. Mammen
Mappilai, Mar Dionysius Vattasseril et al)had dreamed of anything

more than a church following West Syrian traditions, with affilia-
tion to the Patriarch of Antioch, but with fu
internal affairs.

Il autonomy in all

(¢) A third area of confusion in Orthodox Syrian minds is
the attitude of their church to the Council of Chalcedon. They
had taken up the anti-Chalcedonian stance when they had accepted
the (Jacobite) Patriarch of Antioch as the supreme head of their
church. Today the Patriarch has revised his attitude to Chalcedon
and its decrees and made a historic joint statement with the Pope.
Chalcedon is no more the stumbling block that it was, * The
Orthodox Syrian church is now left in the lurch and they do not
know how to react to this development, except to cling on to the
anti-Chalcedonian position. What worries many members of the
Orthodox Syrian church is that while their church had accepted
every detail of the liturgical, historical, canonical and theological
position of the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and still
try to cling on to those, the Patriarch himself is moving away
from some of those positions. The Orthodox Syrian church,
while it has moved away from the Patriarch, clings on to all the
theological and historical positions receiyed throvgh the Patriarch!

(d) The status of the Patriarch has become another area
of confusion for the Orthodox _Syrrans. While the Constitution of
the Orthodox Syrian church in Kerala depicts the Patriarch of

* Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios’s church is barred from formal communion
with the Great Eastern (Orthodox) Churches because of its anti-Chalcedonian
position, thanks to their once-lauded now-repudiated Patriarchal affiliation.

- =
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Antioch as the supreme head of their church, they do not rccc:gng
the present Patriarch (Ignatius Zaka I) as the duly constitute

Patriarch of Antioch. All the Oriental churches, the Eastern
Orthodox churches and the Catholic and Protestent churches recog-
nize Ignatius Zaka I as the Syrian Orthodox Patriarch Of_AIlth-Gh,I
but Dr. Paulose Gregorios and his church refuse to recognize him!

(e) Peace is another area of confusion in Orthodox S}’;lan
minds and the major credit for this, perhaps, goes to D_r. Pau 0?3
Gregorios, reportedly a leading light of the Moscow-msplred‘chr‘
Peace Forums. While he and certain other Orthodox leaders in
Kerala are constantly devising plans to solve the problems of nuclea;
and space wars, they do everything possible on earth to preventh
peaceful settlement of their disputes with their brethren qf the
Patriarch’s party in Kerala! In fact the Orthodox are now trying to
grab even the parish churches built up by the sweat and toil of gene-
rations of people devoted to the Patriarch and whef'ﬁ _tl.wy continue
to enjoy an overwhelming majority. They have initiated g I{Z‘:
round of litigations for this. To some of the Orthodox Syri

; in the
leaders “‘peace” seems to have become an instrument of war,
Orwellian sense!

I do not wish to add to this brief list of areas of confufl?:
in the Orthodox Syrian church in Kerala today. All I :?'all e
suggest is that there may be compelling reasons promp mﬁurch
members of the Orthodox Syrian church to _re-thmk thci_r ;: ey
affiliation. If, in the process of their agonizing re-appl‘ﬂlsé ’tholic
turn towards the Catholic Church, why blame them or th'e : cern
Church? The search for unity and meaning is eWw-nmnls ilmpl)itifui
To heap abuses on the Catholic church or the Pope is only

e If-defeating
effort to block such searches; it is bound to be a el
exercise.

11T

Uniatism in India: A
hiS own inter-

(a) Dr. Paulose Gregorios has given e e

pretation of the history of the St. Thomas Chrwcre «one flock
His view is that the children of St. Thomas WECZ o\ oy s
until the 16th century when the uniat Roman as Christians Were
imposed in India”, It is true that the St. Thom
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undivided until the 16th century. It is also true that this undivided
Church had used the East Syrian liturgy and had links with the church
of Babylon and was in communion with Rome, The Portuguese,
known to be under the Pope, were welcomed by the St. Thomas
Christians and the parting of ways came only when the former
pursued their Latinising efforts and began to interfere in the internal
administration of the local Church. At the historic Coonen Crosss
the oath taken by the Syrians was not against the Pope as such, but
against the “Paulists” (that is, the Latin Jesuits of St. Paul’s
Seminary.) :

Subsequently the Carmelite missionaries
re-integration of St. Thomas Christians,
been allowed to use their own liturgy and to b
Bishops, the St. Thomas Christians in India mj
Many Syrian Prelates had attempted to achieve these aims, but in
vain. Mar Ivanios, over half a century ago, was able to achieve
what many leaders of his church had earlier failed to achieve.
There is clear evidence to show that he had started negotiation
with Rome with the concurrence of and on behalf of his brother
bishops and that they later resiled. The positive value of Mar

Ivanios’s vision can be fully appreciated only against its historical
sefting.

had attempted the
If the Syrians had
e ruled by their own
ght have yet been one.

Vatican II

(b) “We were told”, says Dr. Paulose Gregorios
that Vatican II had taken a stand against receiving the Orthodox
into the Catholic Church. Vatican II certainly shows a clear appre-
ciation of the patrimony of the Eastern Churches, but it also declares
that “the one, holy, Catholic and apostolis Church subsists in the
Catholic Church. Nevertheless many elements of sanctification
and of truth are found outside its visible confines. Since these are
gifts belonging to the Church of Christ, they are forces impelling
towards Catholic unity....... the spirit stirs up desires and actions in
all of Christ’s disciples in order that al] may be united as Christ

ordained, in one flock under one shepherd (Decree on The
Church).

The Decree on Ecumenism contains these statements:
AR the Spirit of Christ has not refrained fr

: om using them
(the separated Churches) as means of salvation wh

ich derive their

c ®
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efficacy from the very fulness of grace and truth entrusted to the
Catholic Church’.

‘Nevertheless our separated brethren, whether considered ‘as
individuals or as communities and Churches, are nojt blessz?d with
that unity which Jesus Christ wished..... ... that unity wh:ch.thc
Holy Scriptures and the ancientTradition of the Church proclaims.

(Decree on Ecumenism. Ch. 1. 3)

It is true that in the ecumenical quest for oneness, the accent
is on the re-integration of churches, but there cannot be any regul.a—
tion forbidding the people of God to act according to tl}e:r convic-
tion and consecience in their church affiliation. Vatican I.[ has
said nothing meant to prevent anyone who ir} good conscience
seeks the privilege of communion in the Catholic Church.

The following quotation contains the Conciliar view:

“However it is evident that the work of preparing and 1'?:(:(}'11[-1
ciling those individuals who wish for full Catholic communio
is of its nature distinct from ecumenical action. But there IS} no
Opposition between the two, since both proceed from the marvellous
ways of God.”

(Decree on Ecumenism,. Ch. I. 4)

v

- The Ethiopian Connection:

i ] B ted
The major part of the Star of the East editorial ;S]]:gi;?ons
to allegations of Catholic misdeeds in EthiQpIa. Son:; Ethiopian
are relayed, with approval, through quotations fron; ulose Grego-
church news paper. The main points raised by Dr. £a
Tios about the present are:

ing in Ethiopia

“The present Pope encourages Sheep's“}azn(g:a:d;nal in the

(38 he has done in India); the appointm_ent oh s e g
Small Catholic Church there proves this.' The

. L1
‘an honour to the despicable activity of proselytism:
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“The Roman Catholic Church is “passionately opposed” to the pre-
sent revolutionary regime in Ethiopia, but at the same time they
are giving massive aid to the famine-stricken people of Ethiopia
and their motive, of course, must be proselytism.”

Dr. Paulose Gregorios has first-hand knowledge of Ethiopia be-
cause he was formerly a devoted secretary of His Imperial Majesty
Haile Selasse, although now he is “passionately” supportive of the
new revolutionary government. One can understand his. dislike
for the Ethiopian Catholics and their Cardinal, but why does he
and those of his thinking oppose famine relief in Ethiopia?

Let us look at another revealing report on Ethiopia from a
well-known writer, Prof. Paul Johnson-* “Most pathetic case
of all, perhaps, is Ethiopia, the only African country to retain its
Christianity from Antiquity, the last monarchy to fall victim to
colonialism, the first to have its independence restored: A strange
colourful, primitive and vulnerable survival from the pre-modcrr;
world. There was considerable freedom, and Some progress
under the old Emperor Haile Selasse, who survived until 19?4’
when the Soviets caused him to be smothered to death,and installeci
a puppet Marxist regime in his place, The worst that could be
said of the old Empheror’s censorship is that he cut the death-scene
of King Duncen from performances of Macbeth; after his fall
Shakespeare was not performed at gl Now ten years :'a!er,
Ethiopia is stricken by civil and external wars and IS enduring the wors:t
famine in its history, created at least in part by the deliberate decisions
of its Marxist rulers—thus following the tradition of Lenin and S‘m!m
who used the famine-weapon to destroy their interngl enemies, ;
Soviet air-craft are employed to bomb the refugees from the
famine-stricken areas.”

Prof. Paul Johnson’s comments wil] probab]
understand the real reason why Dr. Paulose Grego
supporter of the Ethiopian Marxist regime, is opp
relief in Ethiopia.

¥y help us to
rios, an ardent
osed to famine-

* Oxford scholar, social historian, editor for 15 years
British weekly, The New Statesman, in an article in TRUT
nary Journal of Christian Thought, U.S.A., vol. 1.

of the prestigious
H, an inter-discipli-

A"
(a) Tempting the Catholicos: :

The Star of the East explains that the jarring note in the
Welcome Address to the Pope was partly duelo a “painful episode
in which three Roman Catholic bishops had tried to persuade the
Catholicos to join the Roman Catholic Church.” There is little
that is objectionable in the Orthodox minutes of this meeting

given in the Star of the East; the comments tagged to it, however,
seem vicious.

The editorial in the Star of the East gives a highly dramatlsid
and deliberately distorted version of the meeting of three ‘C_a'fhcf =
Bishops with Orthodox church leaders in Kottayam. The initiative
for this get-together was taken by Fr.Nirappel who Was the/conysne
of the St. Thomas Ecumenical church set up at Nilackal. (The
cditor’s comment on Nilackal shows his prejudice. He says cfc;.s
Nirappel had “discovered” the stone cross at Nllacka_l and a
that this had led to “communal riots” in Kerala. It is true that
certain R.S.S. leaders had made some provocative Statericnis
about Nilackal, but there were no communal riots at ‘all- The
positive side of Nilackal is that for the first time in history th:
Bishops of all Episcopal churches came together to ‘.:led;galela
church, which is jointly owned by all the churches in TF:r],
including the Orthodox Syrian church). Fr. Nirappel had cs el)’
stated that the initiative for the meeting of Bishops was €i :;31.:3:
his own, inspired by his Nilackal ecumenical cxperlence.] 25
the Star of the East insists that he was doing it with the l.mow:tl%c
of the Vatican and the Pope! The finale is the rcvc]atgnthf:}licos
Star of the East that a tempting offer was made t0 the ﬂsery (of
directly, through the words of Bishop Kuriakose Ku_ﬂﬂiﬁlc Syro-
the Knanaya Catholic Diocese) who said, “..--: We 1n and join
Malabar church have no objection to dissolve our l‘ltSGt e
the Orthodox church. Then, if the Lord wills, all of us St India’.
Syrian Christians will have one head and one Chur-?:hlenCathoIic
This, obviously, is a highly personalized vision. Evenl

: 5 o it tp cause paln
Blshop had n]ade SuCh a proposa], What 15 thel'e mn itt
o anyone? * £ the
- y invitation O
The Catholic Bishops had gone to the meeting at -mc-[z:t?:m was secured
Catholicos, According to Dr., Paulose Gregorios this m\;ﬂd the Catholicos-
té_v Fr. Nirappel by taking for a ride both the Cat!j.ohwjay these venerable
Ileclt. The moral s that when Dr. Gregorios I8 'a\ f
Prelates are exposed to Roman Catholic machinations!




It is rather strange that such a candid ex
made openly in the presence of sey
Orthodox theologians,

pression of hope,
en Orthodox Bishops and three

should be interpreted as an attempt to
make the Catholicos a Roman Catholic. Moreover, the Catholic

side had proposed that the matter might be discussed by the general
assembly of the Orthodox Syrian church. After all, the Catholicos’s
Address-to the Pope speaks of the “deep yearning for the unity’”
that was lost. The Star of the East also states that “the Catholicos
was always of the opinion that all Christians who belonged to the
St. Thomas tradition should rediscover their lost unity.” 1If, then,
an idea is broached that in recovering that unity, the Orthodox
Syrian church could play a pivotal role and that al St. Thomas
Christians in India could, if the Lord wills, be united under one
head, what is wrong with that? Truly, the Catholic Bishop’s offer
was very close to self-emptying. s this notin harmony with the
spirit of ecumenism? It is now known that the Catholicos himself
had no misgivings about this meeting; nor was he
said on the occasion. Why should such an o}
pain to Dr. Paulose Gregorios or someonc else? They will have,
no doubt, their own private perspectives and personal prejudices
prompting them to adopt such a peevish stance, Tt is also possible
that someone else calls the tune by remote contro] and the Orthodox
Syrian piper obligingly produces a jarring note!
(b) “Pope of Kottayam”:

pained by anything
pen consultation cause

Dr. Paulose Gregorios surpasses himself with his interpretation
of the Pope’s parting words to the Catholicos, As he was taking
leave of the Catholicos, the Pope turned to him and is reported
to have said,”I am the Pope of Rome, you are the Pope of Kottayam
This was no Parthian shot, but g good-humoured compliment-
At least most people understood it that way. If, however, one
tried to find any mischievous intent ip it, it could perhaps be seen
as a wry comment on the Catholicos’s effort to equate his own smail
church with the Catholic Church. T

: he equation between the Ortho-
dox Syrian church and the Catholic Church (the Pope might scem
to imply) is as the small town of Kottayam is to the “eternal”

of Rome! Metropolitan Gregorios,
a sinister design in the _POPC’S words: According to him, the Pope
was enticing the Catholicos by offereing to elevate him 1o a positiQH
in India equal in dignity to that of the Pope. What a propensity

city
however, chooses to discover

D
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ake
for misinterpretation! It is odd that the Pope Sl-lt?ur]i?e i;;ope
such an epoch-making offer so casually! Further, 1 J1d Surely
had any intention of “tempting” the Catholicos, hc]'WOS i
have yielded to the pressing request of thc’Catho 1(:103 e
Pope should meet him at the Catholicos’s rcs]denf_JC_- s-ible I
Gregorios, too, had tried in vain to make such a _wsu pos :

On the basis of his own twisted interpretation, tl[]cIICdtlltlifl,o'j
the Star of the East gleefully asks, “Is Pope John_ Pauf th’e Pope’s
shepherd-stealer?”  The disingenuous interprctf'mon 0 i
Words by the Editor and the obnoxious question at:ac;rash and
surely show a sixth sense which (as Coleridge said ab?u bath painful
brazen critic) is very far from common sense! It 1S 'O'n )
and astonishing that brilliance and narrowness can sit 1
conjunction in high ecumenical places.

: te in this
Note :- Frankly, I am not happy with the polemical no

od
article, butI felt that that was necessary to se'; ::-E \l:peifll;ng
straight. This , however, is a first reaction. -
to enter into an extended ecumenical debate ©
raised in this.)

Rev. Dr. C.A. Abraham.



