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"The slaves of domestic tyranny may vainly exult in their national
independence; but the Arab is personally free, and he enjoys in some I
degree, the benefits of society, without forfeiting the prerogatives of
nature”. page 216, Vol: V, (Everymen's Library Edition).
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"If the Arabian princes abuse their power, they are quickly punished

by the desertion of their subjects, who had been accustomed to a mild
and parental jurisdiction. Their spirit is free, their steps are unconfined, l
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the desert is open, and the tribes and families are held together by a—ll
mutual and voluntary compact....... .

In the more simple state of the Arabs, the nation is free, because
each of her sons disdains a base submission to the will of a master. His
breast is fortified with the austere virtues of courage, patience and l
sobriety; the love of independence prompts him to exercise the habits of
self-command; and the fear of dishounour guards him from the meaner
apprehension of pain, of danger and death. The gravity and firmness of
the mind is auspicious in his outward demeanour;, his speech is slow,
weighty and concise; he is seldom provoked to laughter; his only gesture
is that of stroking his beard, the venerable symbol of manhood; and the
sense of his own importance teaches him to accost his equals without
levity, and his superiors without awe _ p.p. 217-218.
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"It is not the propagation, but the permanancy of his religion, that
deserves our wonder: the same pure and perfect impression which he
engraved at Mecca and Madina is preserved, after the revolution of
twelve centuries, by the Indian, the African and the Turkish proselytes of
the Koran....... :

" ' believe in one God, and Mohammad the apostle of God' is the
simple and invariable profession of Isiam. The intellectual image of the
Deity has never been degraded by any visible idol; the honours of the
prophet have never transgressed the measure of human virtue; and his
living precepts have restrained the gratitude of his disciples within the
bounds of reason and religion....... :

"From the Atlantic to the Gauges the Koran is acknowledged as the
fundamental code, not only of theology but of civil and criminal
jurisprudence; and the laws of which regulate the actions and the
property of mankind are guarded by the infallible and immutable sanction
of the will of God. p.p. 290-292 (Vol: V).
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"The persecutors of Mohammad usurped the inheritances of his I

children; and the champions of idolatory became the supreme heads of
his religion and empire. The opposition of Abu Sophian had been fierce
and obstinate; his converson was tardy and reluctant; his new faith was
fortified by necessity and interest; he served, he fought, perhaps he
believed; and the sins of the time of ignorance were expiated by the
recent merits of the family of Ommiyah. Moawiyah, the son of Abu
Sophian, and of the cruel Hinda, was dignified in his early youth with the
office or title of secretary of the prophet; the judgement of Omar intrusted
him with the government of Syria; and he administered that important
province above forty years, either in a subordinate or supreme rank".
(Decline & Fall of Roman Empire, by Edward Gibbon, page 285, Vol: V,
Everyman's Library Edition).
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"But the Ommeyyade's animosity pursued him even there(in Madina),
and before many months were over he (Imam Hasan A.H.)was poisoned
to death. The star of Hind's son was now in the ascendance, and Abu
Sufian's ambition to become the king of Mecca was fulfilled on a grander
scale by Mu'awiyah. Thus was the son of two most implacable foes of
the Prophet, by the strangest freak of the fortune recorded in history,
seated on the throne of the Caliphs. Lest it be considered our estimate of
Mu'awiyah's character is actuated by prejudice, we give the words of a
historian who cannot be accused of bias in favour of either side. 'Astute,
unscrupulous, and pitiless, says Osborn, 'the first Khalifa of the
Ommayas shrank from no crime necessary to secure his position.
Murder was his accustomed mode of removing a formidable opponent.
The grandson of the Prophet he caused to be poiscned; Malek-al-Ashtar,
the heroic lieutenant of Ali was destroyed in a iike way. To secure the
succession of his son Yazid, Mu'wiyah hesitated not to break the word he
had pledged to Husain, the surviving son of Ali. And yet this cool,
calculating, thoroughly atheistic Arab ruled over the regions of islam, and
the sceptre remained among his descendants for the space of nearly one
hundred and twenty years. The explanation of this anomaly is to be
found in two circumstances, to which | have more than once averted.
The one is, that the truly devout and earnest Mohammadan conceived
that he manifested his religion most effectually by withdrawing himself
from the affairs of the world. The other is the tribal spirit of Arabs.'
"(Spirit of Isiam, page-299).
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"With the rise of Mu'awiyah the oligarchical rule of the heathen times
displaced the democratic rule of Islam. Paganism, with all its attendant
depravity, revived, and vice and immorality followed everywhere in the
wake of Ommeyyade governers and the Syrian soldiery. Hijaz and lrak
groaned under the usurper's rule; but his hold on the throat of Islam was
too strong to be shaken off with impunity. The wealth which he pitilessly
extracted from his subjects, he lavished on his mercinaries, who in return

helped him to repress all murmurings. Before his death, he convened
the chief officers of his army and made them take the oath of fealty to his
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son Yazid, whom he had designated as his successor to the throne.
This was Yazid's title to Caliphate! On Mu'awiyah's death, the Domitian
of the house of Ommeyya ascended the throne founded by his father on
fraud and treachery. As cruel and treacherous as Mu'awiyah, he did not,
like his father, possess the capacity to clothe his cruelties in the guise of
policy. His depraved nature knew no pity or justice. He killed and
tortured for the pleasure he derived from human suffering. Addicted to
the grossest of vices, his boon companions were the most abandoned of
both sexes. Such was the Caliph___ the Commander of the
Faithful"  p.p. 299-300.
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"Husain, the second son of Ali, had inherited his father's chivalric
nature and virtues.......

He united in his person the right of descent from Ali, with the holy
character of grandson of the Apostle. In the terms of peace signed
between Mu'awiyah and Hasan, his right to the caliphate had been
expressly reserved. Husain had never deigned to acknowledge the title

of the tyrant of Damascus, whose vices he despised, and whose
character he regarded with abhorrence  p.300 ibid.
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"As for this Ali one cannot but like him. A noble-minded creature as
he shows himself, now and always afterwards, fiercely daring, something

chivalrous in him, brave as a lion, yet with a grace, truth and affection,
worthy of a Christian Knight".
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() The city of Kufa was founded in the year 17/638, about three years after

'Umar Ibn-ul-Khattab assumed the Caliphate at Madina. (Baladhuri,

Futuhal-Buldan, trans: Philip K. Kitti,

The Origins of the Islamic State, p.434, Bairut, 1966, Tabari, |, p.2485,
yaqut, Mu'jam al-Buldan (Tehran, 1965) 1V, p.323.

After the Muslim victories at the battles of Al-Qadisiya in 15/636 and that

of Jalula in the following year, the Caliph ordered Sa'ad b. Abi Wagqas, the

commander of the Muslim Control of Iragq and then making further advances
into Persia whenever this might prove advisable ....... subsequently Sa'ad

ordered his forces to encamp there and make it their home. This was the
beginning of Kufa. The choice of the place for the envisaged city was not a
hasty one, but was made after careful consideration and a thorough search of
the arealasting almost two years. (ibid).

The description of the founding of Kufa given by the sources leave us in
no doubt that at first it was not meant so much to develop a township as to
establish a strong, permanent and strategically located garrison for the Arab
Armies in the newly congquested distant territory of lraq. This is clear from
Umar's directive when he wrote to Sa'ad: "Choose for the Muslims a place for
migration (dar hijra) and a centre (for carrying out)(Manzil jihad)_____ Tabari |,
p.2360, Yaqut, Muajam al-Buldan, IV, p.322....... in 'Umar's mind Kufa was
meant as a garrison town where different contingents from different places
could stay and should be readily available whenever required

.
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At Kufa, the number of those who came to live from far-off places,

ranged between 15,000 and 20,000, and were exceedingly hetrogeneous in

tribal composition. There was a marked absence of large dominating class or

groups of class_____"Origins and Early Development of Shia Islam, by S.
Husain M. Jafri, published at Qum, Iran.
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His(Hazrat Omar's)character, stern and yet just, his practical common
sense and knowledge of men, had eminently fitted him to repress and hoid in
check the ambitious designs of the children of Ommayya. On his death-bed
Omar entrusted to six electors the task of nominating a successor to the
office. The Caliphate was offered to the son of Abu-Talib but Ommeyyade
intrigue had annexed to the proposal a condition which they knew Ali would
not accept. He was required to govern, not only in accordance with laws and

precedents of the Prophet, but also with those established by his two (dﬂg)
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predecessors. With characteristic independence Ali refused to allow his
judgement to be so fettered. The Caliphate was then offered, as it was
expected by the Ommeyyades, to their kinsman Osman. The accession of
this venerable chief to the vicegerency of the Prophet proved in the sequel an
unqualified disaster to the commonwealth of Islam. He was a member of that

family which had always borne a deep-rooted animosity towards the children
of Hashim. They had persecuted the teacher with rancorous hatred, and had
driven him from his home. They had struggled hard to crush the faith in its
infancy, and had battled against it to the last. Strongly united among
themselves, and exercising great influence among all the tribes of Mozar, of
which they were the prominent members, the Ommayyades had watched with
ill-concealed jealousy the old power and prestige slip away from their hands.
After the fall of Mecca they had accepted the inevitable, but never
forgave the house of Hashim or Isiam for the ruin which the son of Abdullah
had wrought to them. Whilst the Prophet lived, his commanding personality
overawed all the traitors. ...... The first two successors of the Prophet had kept
their ambition within bounds and repressed their intrigues and treacherous
designs. With the election of Osman, they flocked to Madina like vultures
scenting the prey. His accession was the signal for that outburst of hatred,
that pent-up profligacy on the part of the Ommayyades, which convulsed (S
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the Istamic World to its innermost core, and destroyed its noblest and most

precious lives.

Under Usman there was a complete reversal of the policy and
administration of his two predecessors, whose decisions he had engaged to
follow.... -l offices of trust and emolument were seized by the Ommayyades.
The gouvernorships of the provinces were bestowed on men who had proved
themselves most inimical to Islam, and the treasury was emptied in their
favour. (p.p. 281-282).

“Astute, unscrupulous, and pitiless", says Osborn, "the first Khalifa of the
Ommayas shrank from no crime necessary to secure his position. Murder
was his accustomed mode of removing a formidable opponent. ............ To
secure the succession of his son Yazid, Muawiyah hesitated not to break the
wor he had pledged to Husain, the surviving son of Ali. ....... "
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"Unfortunately, under Osman, there was a complete reversal of the main

features of his great predecessor's policy. He not only removed the efficient
and capable governors whom Omar had placed in charge of the Provinces,
but, in order to gratify the grasping demands of his kinsmen, made a new
distribution of the appointments. The state domains, which were public
property, were granted by this ill-advised Caliph to his relatives. In this way
Myawiyah obtained all the public lands in Syria and in part of Mesopotamia.

The Sawad, which was sacredly reserved by Omar for the purposes of the

State, was given to another kinsman. The State treasury, which was a public
trust under Abu Bakar and Omar, was emptied time after time for these

unworthy favourites and the wealth of the provinces went to enrich the
Ommayyades, and to help them in preparing for the struggle for power.” .
p.p. 59-60.

"With the accession of Osman, the old gay and reckless life was

resumed by many of the patrician youth, belonging chiefly to the Ommayade

family. His own nephew started a gambling club, and the seranading of (L)
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ladies again became the fashion. The frivolity of Mecca was reproduced in a
worse form at Damascus under the Ommayyades". __ p.p.66-67
"Upon the abdication of Hasan, Muawiyyah became the defacto ruler of
Islam. Thus, by one of the strongest freaks of fortune recorded in history, "
'did the persecutors of Mohammad usurp the inheritance of his children, and
the champions of idotatory because the supreme heads of his religion and
empire'. The seat of government, which Ali had fixed at Kufa, was now
removed to Damascus, where Muawiyyah surrounded himself with the pomp
and pageantry of the Persian and Byzantine monarchs. Like the Borgias and

the Medicis in later times, he frequently resorted to poison and the dagger to
remove an inconvenient enemy or an impossible friend. Neither claims of

kinship nor services to Islam formed any protection". __ _p.71.

"The accession of Yazid gave the death-stroke to the republican
principle that 'the Commander of the faithful should be elected by the
plebiscite of the people, ____a principle to which the Arabs were so devoted,
and which had led them to ignore the right of the Prophet's family to the
spiritual and temporal headship of islam....... '

"yazid was both cruel and treacherous; his depraved nature knew no
pity or justice. His pleasures were as degrading as his companions were
low and vicious. He insulted the ministers of religion by dressing up a
monkey as a learned divine and carrying the animal mounted on a
beautifully caparisoned Syrian donkey wherever he went. Drunken

riotousness prevailed at court, and was naturally initiated in the (G)
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streets of the Capital." __ p.83.
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