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Feast of St. Gregorios of Parumala celebrated at
St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral, Melbourne
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The Indian Drthodox Lhurch
(The Malankara Drthodox Syrian Church)

. LITURGICAL CALENDAR 2019-20
’ THE DIOCESE OF AHMEDABAD
PUBLISHED BY JYOTHIS PUBLICATIONS

LITURGICAL CALENDAR

X.50

Contact :

Available at
MOC Kottayam, Parumala
All Orthodox Book Stalls

Mr. C.V. Mathews 9497 094 979
Adv. Gilbert Cheeran 9446 407 503

9426 347 399
8281 079 864

Kerala

Fr. Reju Abraham
Br. Benson T. Saji

Outside Kerala
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THE MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
A NOTICE

1. Ithas come to the notice of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church (Malankara Church) that attempts are being made to alienate or/and
to create third party rights, title and interests in the properties owned by the Malankara Orthodox Church and its constituent parish churches
illegally and in pursuance of a criminal conspiracy to thwart the judgments, orders and directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India and
the 1934 Constitution of the Malankara Orthodox Church.

2. By the judgment dated 03.07.2017 in Civil Appeal No.3674 of 2015 etc. the Hon’ble Supreme Courtfinally and conclusively settled the
century old disputes raised by the Patriarch group in the Malankara Church. This is the law of the land in all the Church cases and applies
to all the parish Churches of the Malankara Church under Article 141 of the Constitution of India. The findings of the Court relevant to this
public notice are the following:-

The 1934 Constitution fully governs the affairs of the Parish Churches and shall prevail. The 1995 judgment arising out of the
representative suit is binding and operates as res judicata with respect to the matters it has decided, in the wake of provisions of Order
1 Rule 8 and Explanation 6 to Section 11 Code of Civil Procedure. The same binds not only the parties named in the suit but all those who
have interest in the Malankara Church. Findings in earlier representative suit, i.e., Samudayam suit are also binding on Parish Churches/
Parishioners to the extent issues have been decided. It is not permissible to create a parallel system of management in the churches under
the guise of spiritual supremacy of the Patriarch. Though it is open to the individual member to leave a Church in exercise of the right not
to be a member of any Association and as per Article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Parish Assembly of the
Church by majority or otherwise cannot decide to move church out of the Malankara Church. Oncea trust, is always a trust. When the Church
has been created and is for the benefit of the beneficiaries, it is not open for the beneficiaries, even by a majority, to usurp its property or
management. The Malankara Church is in the form of a trust in which, its properties have vested.As per the 1934 Constitution, the
Parishioners though may individually leave the Church, they are not permitted to take the movable orimmovable properties out of the ambit
of 1934 Constitution without the approval of the Church hierarchy. The Patriarch has no power to interfere in such matters under the guise
of spiritual supremacy unless the 1934 Constitution is amended in accordance with law. The same is binding on all concerned.The
functioning of the Church is based upon the division of responsibilities at various levels and cannot be usurped by a single individual
howsoever high he may be. The division of powers under the 1934 Constitution is for the purpose of effective management of the
Church and does not militate against the basic character of the church being Episcopal in nature as mandated thereby. The Church and
the Cemetery cannot be confiscated by anybody. It has to remain with the Parishioners as per the customary rights and nobody can be
deprived of the right to enjoy the same as a Parishioner in the Church or to be buried honourably in the cemetery, in case he continues to have
faith in the Malankara Church. The property of the Malankara Church in which is also vested the property of the Parish Churches, would
remainintrust as it has for the time immemorial for the sake of the beneficiaries and no one can claim to be owners thereof even by majority
and usurp the Church and the properties. The property of the Church is to be managed as per the 1934 Constitution. Once there is
Malankara Church, it has to remain as such including the property. No group or denomination by majority or otherwise can take away the
management or the property as that would virtually tantamount to illegal interference in the management and illegal usurpation of its properties.
Itis not open to the beneficiaries even by majority to change the nature of the Church, its property and management. It is not open to the Parish
Churches to even frame bye-laws in violation of the provisions of the 1934 Constitution. The Udampacdies of 1890 and 1913 are with respect
to administration of Churches and are not documents of the creation of the Trust anc are not of utility at present and even otherwise cannot
hold the field containing provisions inconsistent with the 1934 Constitution, as per Section 132 thereof. The Udampady also cannot hold the
field in view of the authoritative pronouncements made by this Court in the earlier judgments as to the binding nature of the 1934 Constitution.In
any case, the Udampadiis for the reasons already cited, cannot supersede the 1934 Constitution only because these are claimed to be
registered. The formation of 2002 Constitution is the result of illegal and void exercise. It cannot be recognized and the parallel system created
thereunder foradministration of Parish Churches of Malankara Church cannot hold the field. It has to be administered under the 1934 Constitution.

3. Subsequently, by an order dated 19.04.2018 in Civil Appeal Nos.3986 — 3989 of 2018, in the matter of St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral
Church, Piravom which is another constituent church of Malankara Orthodox Church, which also was a representative suit instituted under
Order 1 Rule 8 C.P.C, the Hon’ble Supreme Court reiterated as follows:-

“As the controversy in question has been finally decided in the case of K.S. Verghese vs. St. Peter’s & Paul's Syrian Orth. &Ors. in C.A.
NO. 3674 of 2015 etc. decided on 3rd July, 2017 [2017 (15) SCC 333], in which it has been laid down that 1934 Constitution holds the
field, nothing further survives in the matters for adjudication. Consequently, the appeals stand disposed of in terms of the above
judgment.

Letallthe concerned courts and authorities act in terms of the judgment. Let there be no multiplicity of the litigation on this aspect any more
in the various courts. The decision rendered in representative suit is binding on all.”

-
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4, In yet another case of another constituent parish church (Kattachira Church) another three Judges Bench of the Hon’ble Supreme Court,
by judgment did. 28.08.2018 in Civil Appeal Nos. 6263-6265 of 2001, the Hon’ble Supreme Court affirmed and reitratedthe decision in K.S.
Varghese caseand declared that “as per the consistent findings in the above judgments, the prime jurisdiction with respect to the temporal,
ecclesiastical and spiritual administration of the Malankara Church is vested with the Malankara Metropolitan and other authorities appointed by
the Malankara Metropolitanas per the 1934 Constitution.”

5. Further, by order dated 02.07.2019 in SLP(c) No.12461 of 2019 the Hon’ble Supreme Court again held as follows:

“In view of the Judgment passed by this court in K.S Verghese&Ors. v. Saint Peter’s and SaintPaul’s Syrian Orthodox Church &Ors.,
reported in (2017) 15 SCC 333, there is no scope to construe the orders passed by the High Court in a different manner than the order
passed by this court on 03.07.2017. There cannot be any violation of the order by anyone concerned. Even the State Government
cannot act contrary to the Judgment and the observations made by this Court and has the duty to ensure that the Judgment of this court
is implemented forthwith. Any observations made by the High Court contrary to the Judgment passed by this Court stands diluted. The
State and all parties shall abide by the Judgment passed by this Court in totality and cannot solve the matter in any manner different than the
judgment passed by this Court. No parallel system can be created.”

6. Again, in C.A Nos. 7115-7116 of 2019 relating to St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Kandanad; the Hon’ble Supreme Court by order dated

06.09.2019 held as follows:-
As per Article 141 of the Constitution of India, the law declared by the Hon’ble Supreme Courtis binding on all courts and under Article 144,
civil and judicial authorities within the territory of Indlia shall act in aid of Supreme Court. Kerala being Indian Territory all concerned are bound
to actaccordingly. Further it was held that there is no scope for further litigation in the matter and all courts are directed to decide all pending
matters following the decision in K.S. Verghese case.

7. The above law settled by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India is binding on all, including the Government and all authorities. All Courts and
authorities are bound to obey and implement the law laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court. The Government of Kerala also havea
bounden duty and responsibility as per Articles 141, 142 and 144 of the Constitution of India to enforce the law and act in accordance with the
law.As per Article 144of the Constitution all civil and judicial authorities should act in aid of the Hon’ble Supreme Court.

8. Itis now noticed that to over-reach and defeat the law laid down by the Hon'ble Supreme Court,a dissident group of few Constituent Parish
Churches of the Malankara Orthodox Church, are illegally and in total violation of the judgments and orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Court,
claiming themselves asPatriarch/Jacobitechurch areunauthorizedlyindulging in creating documents purportedly transferring, assigning and
creating rights, title and interest in the movable and immovable properties including bank depositsof the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
and its constituent parish churches.In two such known instances are (i) Marthomman Cheriyapally, Kothamangalam and (ii} St. John'sBesphage
Orthodox Church, Pulinthanam; the persons who illegally claim to be in possession of the said parish Churches of the Malankara Church
are known to have forged concocted and fabricated purported trust deeds to transfer ownership of the properties of the church under alleged
lease deeds. In the circumstances, please take notice that such fraudulentdocuments, made illegally and in violation of law settled by the
Hon'’ble Supreme Court, are fraudulent and does not create any right, title or interest in properties or on the transferees. The creation of such
documents constitutes various offences punishable under the Indian Penal Code, Prevention of Corruption Act etc. on the executants of
those illegal documents andalso the officials, who abets andconnive to register them or be witnesses to the fraudulent documents.

9. Therefore, take notice that the public shall not be parties to such transactions and get cheated by the perpetrators of such crimes. Any act
in violation of the law laid down by the Hon’ble Supreme Court in any of the constituent parish Churches of the Malankara Orthodox Church
will be at the risk of such violators of law. The constituent parish Churches in which the dissident groups are indulging in fraudulent activities
are mainly in the Diocese of Angamaly, Kandanad East, Kandanad West, Kunnamkulam, Kochi, Trissur, Kottayam, |dukki, Mavelikkara,
Thumpamon, Kollam etc. coming within the Revenue Districts of Ernakulam, Trissur, Palakkad, Kottayam, Idukki, Alappuzha, Pathanamthitta
and Kollam.

10. Therefore, public may take notice thatany person indulging in fraudulent creation of documents purporting to transfer or create any right, title
or interest in the Malankara parish churches or their institutions includingimmovable and movable properties such as fixtures, fittings, holy
crosses, utensils etc. in the church and its premises, bank accounts, cash and securities, organizations and institutions including
educational institutions, hospitals, charitable organizations, parish halls, auditoriums, buildings, Chappel, cemetery etcin any of the
constituent parish churches of the Malankara Orthodox Church will be proceeded against in accordance with law, both Civil and Criminal,
and also action forContempt of Court of the Hon’ble Supreme Court. Further, please take notice that all those Officials, authorities, public
servants who conspire with the Patriarch group and facilitate creation or registration of any document purporting to transfer, assign, create
any right, title or interest or benefit in the properties of the constituent parish churches of the Malankara Orthodox Church will be liable for
prosecution in accordance with law and will also be held liable for any loss caused to the Malankara Orthodox Church and its constituent
parish Churches.

11. Hence the general public, authorities and officials are hereby warned against such fraudulent and criminal acts. Any act by anyone, including
public servants, done in violation or breach of this public notice will solely be at his own risk and cost and will be proceeded against in
accordance with law, both civil and criminal.

Dated this the 20" day of October, 2019.
For the Malankara Metropolitan and the Catholicos of the East
Adv. Biju Oommen, Association Secretary, Malankara Syrian Christian Association
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ANNUNCIATION

The first season of the liturgical year, the season of Annunciation, be-
gins on the eighth Sunday prior to the feast of Nativity of our Lord. It is
entitled Qudos Edtho, which literally means 'Sanctification of the Church'.
Through the following Sundays the Church commemorates all important
events in the salvific history as occurred in preparation to the birth of our
Lord from Virgin Mary in the fullness of time. The Old Testament part of
the Economy of Salvation is duly remembered through the scriptural read-
ings in liturgical contexts in the season. The Fast of Nativity falls in this
period. Fasting of twenty five days are indented for us to purify ourselves
through the commemoration of, and contemplation on the incarnation of
our Lord from the Virgin and the long standing preparation for it to happen
through the Old Testament period. Even though both the fast and feast of
Annunciation falls in the month of Nissan, it is also commemorated on the
fourth Sunday of the first season as mainly exposed through the Scripture
readings. In the annual celebration through the liturgical year, winter, the
season of low productivity has been turned into a period filled with hope,
and preparation for the Advent of our Lord into this world.

“Now faith is the substance of thing hoped for, the evidence of thing not
seen!”
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